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Advanced Placement European History
Unit 3: Chapter 8 & 9, Section 40 & 41 Key Terms and Reading Questions:
The American Revolution & Backgrounds

Key Terms:

Virtual Representation 
Treaty of Paris (1783)

Federalism

“Old Regime”

“Modern Society”

Estate

Eminent Property

Feudal Reaction 




Section 40 & 41 Questions:

1. Explain the British response to the American colonial cry of “taxation without representation.” How did the Americans reply to this response?
2. Cite evidence that the American War for Independence was also a European struggle for empire. 
3. What governmental principle of representation did the Americans adopt after the revolution which was still practically unknown to the parliamentary bodies of Europe?
4. What aspect of American society may have been responsible for making the American Revolution somewhat less “devastating” than the European revolutions to follow?
5. Who was the only non-British thinker of the Age of Enlightenment that influenced the Americans? What British thinker did they draw most heavily on?
6. What is the world’s oldest written instrument of government still in operation?
7. What consequence of the American Revolution became a direct cause of the French Revolution?
8. Why was the establishment of the United States so popular with philosophes of the Enlightenemnt?
9. Cite a major difference between the French Revolution and the Russian and Chinese Revolutions.   





10. The French Revolution is seen as a collision of what two “moving objects” of French society?
11. Explain why the political unity of France in the 18th century could actually have been a cause of the French Revolution. 
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